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known in his department of the Aisne by defending the claim
of Soissons to be capital of the department instead of Laon,1
and would have been elected to the Legislative Assembly had
he not been under twenty-five years of age, while Billaud-
Varenne and Collot cVHerbois had both been members of the
insurrectionary Commune of Paris, and the former had suc-
ceeded Danton as substitute to the procureur of the Commune
on August 10. It will now be advisable to give sketches of
the lives of each of these twelve men, who as the Great Com-
mittee were to rule France despotically, for it cannot be too
strongly insisted upon that their government marks the crisis
in the history of the Revolution, and it is necessary to consider
them individually before examining their acts and their mode
of government by means of the Terror as a committee.

Maximilien Marie Isidore de Robespierre,2 who is un-
doubtedly the great central figure in the history of the Great
Committee of Public Safety, although he could never command
a majority in it, and fell because he believed he could use its
power to serve his own political ends, was born in a little
house in the Rue des Rapporteurs at Arras, on May 6, 1758.
His family is believed to have been of Irish descent, and to have
left Ireland for religion's sake at the time of the Reformation,
and his ancestors had been notaries at the little village of
Carvin, near Arras, since the beginning of the seventeenth
century. His grandfather was the first member of the family
to show more ambition, and had practised as an avocat at
Arras, the capital of Artois, and his father followed the
same profession and married Mademoiselle Josephine Carraut,
daughter of a wealthy brewer in the same city, in 1757,
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2  The great authority for the life of Robespierre is the Histoire de
Robespierte, by Ernest Hamel (Paris . 1865-1867), which is one of the most
important books written upon the Revolution.    It is impossible to agree
with M. Ham el in all his views, for he is too enthusiastic an admirer of
his hero, but his facts are generally correct.   See also La JeutMsse de
Robespierre, by A. J. Paris (Arras : 1870).   The Memoires de Robespierre,
published at Pans in 1830, and the M&moires de Charlotte Robespierre, arc
both worthless